o are to Aſſemble in order to 
woſle the Sitting PEERS. for the 
RLIAMENT of 
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r Heaven ſhall be pleaſed to open your Ears ta the Humble 
and Sincere Application made to you in theſe Sheets in behalf 
ol this miſerably Divided Nation; yaur Lordſhips will let it be 
no Obſtruction tõ the Beneſit you may receive from it, that 
Jie comes from an Unkndwn or Inſeriour Hand. 44 
Let the Author be who he will, or what he will, your Lordſhips 
5 will be obliged to allow him to be a Friend to your Perſons, to 
Truth, and to the Intereſt of Scotland, ſince no Man can be a Friend 
to either, that does not to his utmoſt purſue the great End propoſed 
here,” which is the publick Good and Peace of this:-Countrey, 
„„ ee, oh err 
ö = * , 5 ICs ** Min WS RIF: 44 42 Sings 


< 


— % * 


— 


LT ET 2 EET 


— C « — "PR 5 « 
Bs 1 4 I. , as " 8 1 
1 = .» "Me, * . 1 is 4 A ' a 4 4et ones 4 4 1 Py 
$ ? K 0 \ L l , A | «6 £54342, * 7 
4 | 23 ; * * * - 4 - ame 78 - R _— 4 
"I 2 | | ag 2 4 
„ E - gr" F 0 : + , * 33. = 3 N 
Saf * r 94 5 N 8 1 1 3 P p 1 
* 8 . _— . ; * 1 5 . * j Z LO "55%. : X . 
' y — — 1 5 1 4 ” 


OY 


— ; 
d — 
tom L 
* 1 
. mY OR 4 
1 


This Paper is Addreſi'd to your Lordſhips-in your Double Capa- 


ag , de Noblemen dee ig and FE 
firſt, 


tis preſumed you are all Inſpired with Compaſſion for your 
Native Countrey, with Zeal for her Intereſt, with Concern for her 


Mis fortune, and with ſincere affecionate Deſires for her Recove- 


As Peers of Britain, you are Embark'd in the general Good of the 
United: Kingdom, you have her whole Politick Gonſtitution and 
Capacity upon your Heads, are equally Patriots for one Part as for the 
ME. - tO. aa. 2. 

It is no matter who were for, or againſt the Union, that comes 


not in Cankderation, now, whoever was againſt it, or whoever was 


for it ; you are all now equally concerned to keep it Sacred, -and to 


make it an Advantage, which, without vent Lordſhips Concurrence 
can never be done. 


Ie would be a Charge too heavy, and what theſe Sheets (hall not 
fo much as ſuggeſt of ſuch Honourable Perſons as your Lordſhips, 
tha: any of your Body ſhould retain ſuch Averſions to the Union, as to 
ehdeayqur to make it produce all the Evils they formerly predicted of 


Time, My Lords, and Gods Providence has already concurred to 
make the Union a mean of Deliverance to Scotland, and it is very 
remat kable that God has brought this Nation to a kind of a Neceſſity 
of giving Him publick Thanks for the UNION; che Thank(ſgivin 
on the third of June being in its Nature no leſs, as it was a Thank(\- 
giving for a Mercy received by the Agency of that Nation you are 
United to, and Effected as a Conſequence of the Union, by virtue 
of which only England became obliged at their own Expence to reſcue 


you out of the Hands of Popery and Tyranny, from which it is 


manifeſt Scotland could by no means have Delivered her (elf, 
' *Thoſe that ſay this Merits no Thanks either to England, or to the 
Union, and renounce the Obligation or Senſe of Kindnefs, becauſe 
England had been obliged to do ic for her own Safety, ſeem like the 
Ungratful Wretch, that when his Houſe was on Fire, would give no 
Thanks to his Neighbour that put it out, becauſe his on Intereſt 
obliged him to do it, to ſave his own Houle which was next. i 
| * , 
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It is out of Doubt that the Care and Concern Ergleond fhew'd fer 
the Danger of Scotland on this Occaſion was an Effet of the Union, 
and therefore your Thankſgiving. for the ſeaſonable Deliverance yon 
received is in one Sence, 2 giving Thanks for the Union; And 

may Heaven go oa to give this Nation conſtant Occaſion to give Hin = 
Praiſe for the Effects of the Union, till in meer Senſe of their own 
Intereſt -they are entirely Reconciled to it as the only Mean, under 
God, of the Nations Safety and Proſpetity But this by the 
Way. a 8 | | 8 | | | CE 

But in order to bring the Deſign of this Paper down to your 
Lordſhips immediate Contemplation, your Lordſhips are moſt humbly 
intreated to look a little into, and conſider the preſent State of your 

Native Countrey, and perhaps by this your Lordſhips may be helped 

to ſee how much it is in your Lordſhips Power, and muſt of Neceſſity 

be your undoubted Duty to promote its Settlement and Profperi- 

La My Lords, Promifed her felf, and many of your Lord- 
ſhips in your Thoughts Promiſed your felves for her a great many 
Advantages from the Union; It would be an unpleaſant Contem- 
plation to offer to your Lordſhips, that the Diſappointment of all the 

good Things Scotland might Expect from the Union ſhould ly at the 
Door of her Nobility, the Sons of her Triumph, which are her | 
Boaſt and her Glory, ſome of whom were the very Means of making | 
this very. Union, and without whom it had never been brought to 
Perfection. „ N | 
And yet ſo it is, and ſo it will appear to be, unlefs your Lordſhips 
ſhall in time Conſider the State of your Countrey, liſten to its Groans, 

| hear the Voice of its Circumſtances,” and immediately Apply your 

ſ ſelves tothe proper Remedies. . „ 

We were told indeed one thing againſt the Union, which it is but 

too apparent proves True, tho' differently from the Thoughts of thoſe 

that Suggeſted it, viz, That we ſhould be Infected with the Contagion - _ 

of England: Vices, and ſo if weſhould partake of her Wealth, we ſhould- | 

£ _ alſo partake of ber Crimes. 5 6 

Thus far this is come to paſs, to the inexpreſſible Grief of all good 

Men, that we have been and are affected with ot" ot 

J e England. 
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England Diviſions; the Poyſon of- Partie Strife is already ſpread from 


thence upon us; and if your Lordſhips do not apply your ſelves to an 
immediat cure for this Mallady, the: Leproſie of. Bribery. and Corrupti- 


on will get into the Walls of the Building, and will never be cured 


till the very Houſe (I mean the Conſtitution) be pull'd down to the 
very Foundation. )) LIBRE 8 
To explain this, it is neceſſary to enter a little into the Cauſes and 
Nature of our preſent Politicks, and ſee if the evil Spirit that is gone 
out among us, be not a Spirit of Deſtruction, and that aims at all ſorts 
of National Conſuſions. | pz ca 970 14.5 
From whence come Strife and Diviſions among you, ſays - the Text, 
come they not from your Luſts? Luft of Rule, Luft of Ambition, Pride 
and Covetouſneſs; are not theſe the Ground of our fatal Diviſions.; 
and how. unhappy is it to ſee this Strife nowhere ſo fixt, as among our 
Nobles, whoare the Guardians of our Peace, and ſhould be the Diſe 
couragers of all our Diviſions. . 
It is in vain to flatter your Lordſhips Characters, and pay Homage: to 
your Titles; but to ſpeak plain, is to ſpeak honeſtly, if theſe. wretchie 
ed Diviſions begin among the:Nobility, and from thence ſpread over 
this Nation, che Nobility then will have the Fame, (if ſuch it can be 
counted, )of being theic Countrys deſtroyers. 1 TP 
For GOD's ſake then my Lords, and for your Countrys ſake, for 
the ſake of your Families, your Religion and your Poſterity be pleaſ- 
ed hut to look into the preſent State of the Diviſions of your Eountrey, 
and when you do this Impartially ; if you do not fee, that you alone 
are the Cauſe of all this Diſtraction, you will at leaſt fee, that it. is in 
your Power alone to cure it: And how your Lordſhips will anſwer it 
to your Honour, to your  Confſciences, to your Sons, and to your 


- 


MAKER; That having it in your Power to fave your Eountrey from 


theſe miſerable Confuſions you neglected it, is enough to make you 
tremble to think on, e 1 „„ 


Among the IIluſtrious Appearance that are now to aſſem- 


ble, a great many are come from England; what Spirit they carried 


up, and what they bring down, is very melancholly to reflect on; 


They went up united, they come down divided; They went up with 


Zeal and Love to their Countrey which they had united, they come 


down 


1 5 * 


dcn poſſeſt with Party- D. Ils that war againſt their Countrys — 
? Peace; They went up uniting this Kingdom with its Neigbbours, the 


come down dividing it againſt it ſelf — : What my Lords has England 
done to you, or what have you done to one another? Where is the | 
Spirit and theZeal with which the Union was carried on here amids the þ 
Elamours of your Common Enemy? And what Condition ſhall this | 
Countrey be in to defend it ſelf againſt the Powerful Enemies of the 
nion both at Home and Abroad, if our Nobility who were the Life | 
and Soul of the Union forſake the very firſt Principle of Union in Ge- | 
neral, viz. to unite one with another. ts ate x; | 
When your Lordſhips were fixing and finiſhing the great Affair of 
the Union, what noble Speeches came from your Mouths! And well 
we hoped, my Lords, they came from your Hearts, encouraging Uni- | 
on, perſwading the People to imbrace Union, applauding Union it | 
ſelf as a Vertue, and the Union of Britain as an Honour and Advan- | 
tage: Is it poſſible the ſame Age that faw your Lordſhips fo Zealous: 
for Union, ſhould ſee the ſame Noble Advocats of Peace divided into | 
formidable Squadrens, fighting with the worſt ſort of Weapons againſt. 
their Country? For all ſorts of Diviſions, among your Lordſhips, are 
Wars. raiſed againſt your Countreys Good. er, iy os 
And how weak are the Pretences of this Party- Struggle, and what 
is aim'd at in the Strife? The Good of our Countrey, as it-is the 
ſpecious Pretence of all publick Actions, ſo is it here: But will your 
Lordſnips be pleaſed to conſider, The publick Good is always 10 be + 
purſued by «proper and ſuitable Methods. Peace is attained beſt in 
peaceable Methods. Pax quæritur Bello is a Motto fit for Men in Aims; 
but in Councils, in Government, in Parliaments, it is the Men of. Y 
Peace only, and Methods of Peace that can produce Peace. Where | 
there is Strife and. Contention, there is every evil Work: And it is 
impoſſible ſuch Confuſions of Intereſts, and Jarring of Parties as is now 
h _ "ps us, can procure. Peace, or be. for the Countreys 
YIOO ; ; TOY 
If ic were "ſufficient to ſay we ainrd at (the-publick Good, then all 
Actions would be ſanctiſied by that Cover: Eventhe French Invaſion,” / | 
my Lords, was ſo for the ꝑublick Good ; and the worſt Baits the De- | | 
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vil lays to inſnare Men and Nations, are gilded over with that glitters 
ing Shew. 11, 1 3 
But, my Lords, will your Lordfhips be pleaſed to liſten toa yet ſupe< 
rior Inſtructor, whoſe Words have hitherto been Oracles to this 
whole Iſland : When Her Majeſty paſs'd the Bill fer an Union of 
the two Kingdoms, you have Her Royal Inſtructions to all Her 
loving Subjects, to Unite with one another, as the only Bond of 
Peace, and as the only Safety and Happineſs of the Na- 
tion. | A a IS SORTS Ec 
But from general Exhortations to Peace, your Lordſhipsare in- 
treated to look into the ſcandalous Trifles which are the Subject oſ che 
preſent Divifion, viz. Who ſhall or ſhall not be ſent up to ſerve cheir 
Countrey in Parliament. And, in this Caſe, my Lords, it is moſt juſt 
to call it Scandalous and a Trifle, 0 
Not that it is a Trifle, the ſending Good, and Wiſe, and Honeſt 


Members to Parliament; But, my Lords, it is but a Trifle of Diffe- 


rence, which Party thoſe Good, Wile and Honeſt Men (ball be choſen 
out of; eſpecially if we compare the Thing with the terrible Diviſi- 
on it is now ſetting on Foot in this Nation. „ 
And as for being Scandalous, tis hoped your Lordfhips' will pardon 
the Courſeneſs of the Term» ſince it is impoſlible to give it any other 
that would be appoſite and ſuited to the thing, while it gives hut too 
juſt Ground to the People to ſuggeſt, That there muſt be ſome other 
End, than the meer Serving Scotland, in the eager Deſite which ap- 
pears in ſome Gentlemen, to be choſen for her Repreſentatives: It is a 
moſt undoubted Truth, and your Lordſhips will bear wittthe:Plain- 
neſs of Laying it down. 3 e e 
That whoever he is, that ſeeks or endeavours to be EHlected a Mem- 


ber of Parliament: whether Peer or Commoner, for any other Rea- 
fon, or with any other Deſign» than the Service and Good of his 


Countrey, fo far betrays his Countrey, and the Truſt repoledih im 
RET. JL coo. 3 1 10 

It is a moſt ſcandalous Reflection upon the Honour and Character of 
your Lordſhips, and all the Repreſencative Body of Scotland, let them 


be of what Squadron they will, That ic ſhould be ſuggeſted” any Men, 


or Party of Men among your IIluſtrious Body, ſhould have any 
| private 
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5 private Ends to ſeek in the honeſt purluit now made, of being 


1 =; | * © + 
It cannot but be your Lordſhips Concern, therefore, to ſhew your » V® 
© Reſentment at ſuch ill Treatment, and at its Authors: But above alf, 
to clear your Conduct from ſo much as the Shadow of ſuch a Crime , N 
Notz my Lords, that it is a Crime to ſerve your Prince, but tis a | 


Crime of the worſt Nature, to ſeek to obtain what ſhould be only the | 
| - Reward of your Merit and Capacities, from a certain formidable Ap- 4:8 
'F> pearance, made by Strength of Party, not Merit; as if this or that 
Party had ſuch or ſuch a ſuperior Influence on their Countrey, and 
_ therefore the Men muſt be imploy'd, left they ſhould 6 ——. 
My Lords, this Paper forbears to enter into the. unhappy Er Ceteras 
ol this Argument, leſt the Nakedneſs of fome Mens Conduct ſhould 
appear; which, in Hopes of their Amendment, and in ©encern for 


their Reputation, are concealed. : 2 
Ik, my Lords, there are ſuch pernicious Politicks now on Foota- 
- mong you, and Men are forming themſelves into Parties, in Affairs 
of this Moments in order to get themſelves into, or to keep them- 
ſelves in Preferment, Imployments and Truſts in the publick Au- 
miniſtration; Tis a {ad Token of their wanting Principles to diſchargt 
5 784 Imployments, when they fo far mortgage their Principles to obtain 
them. | | | 
For what Coherence, my Lords, have Places and Preſerments, 
Penſions and Salaries under the Crown, or Advancement at Court, 
with Repreſenting your Countrey in Parliament ? It is true, we have 
aCourt and aQueen that will not bribe herSudjects, to betray their Coun- 
trey, nor ſuffer them to do it when they would; but it has not always 4 
been fo, nor may it ever be ſo, and therefore it has been a long Struggle 1 
in the Parliament of Esgland, to render Employment from the Court 
and Repreſentatives in Parliament, inconſiſtent with one another —. 
Zut be that a5 it will, this. is certain, tho they may have an honeſt Cohe- 


rence with one another, they can have no honeſt Dependance upon | 
one another, And therefore it is a moſt unſufferable Slander on your -# 
Lordſhips, to ſay that this Struggle is with any Deſign of ſerving your ' 


ſelves, or of recommending this or that Party te the Government, as'of f 
Superior Latereſtin Sourlend; if this were your Deſign, it would brand 
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Fout Lordſhips Characters and Families with a Crime too infamous to + 
name, nay. it would reproach the Queen her ſelf and her Adminiſtrati- 
on, as if her Majeſty would be-aw'd to beſtow her Favours, or commit 
berTruſt to ANY PARTY that appears formidable enough to carry the 
Election among the Peers. „„ 
Far be ic from the Deſign of this Paper to ſuggeſt ſuch a thing of ſo 
Honourable, ſo Illuſtrious a Body as the Nobility of Scotland, it cannot 
be, that a Thought ſo mean either of her Majeſty or of her Admini- 
ſtration, can enter into your Hearts, and if it ſhould, you may be told 
3 without any Indecency, and much more without pretending to prophe- 
i cie that your Lordſhips will be miſtaken, e 5 
* _ Her Majeſty has-all-along ſhewed in the placing and diſplacing Men 
; and Partys ſuch a ſteadineſs of Reſolution, and fuch a clearnèſs of Judg- 
ment, that it is not to be feared on one hand, ot hoped on the other, 
that appearance of Faces only ſhall be a Key to her Favours, or Num- 
bers of Names» and Strength of Party open or ſhut the Door to the Pow- 
er of Adminiſtration: And therefore any Man whoſe Eyecare in his 
Xs heed, may acquaint. your Lordſhips that this is not the way to obtain 
But my Lords, it cannot be unſeaſonable to remind your Lordſhips 
how publickly ſuch Slanders are raiſed, how induſtriouſly ſpread, and 
. how openly your Lord{bips Honour is inſulted with ſuch things as theſe, 
|  asifiche gaining Places and Imployments at Court were the only thing, 
= aimed-at, and it muſt be wholſom Advice to your Lordſhips, let it- 
come from never ſo mean a hand, that your Lordſhips would be pleaſ- 
ed ſo to guard your Conduct, as to give no room for ſuch vile Suggeſti- 
ons that Poſterity may know the Nobility of Scotland are not capable of 
any thiag ſo low, fo. mean, fo. much under their Dignity and Chara- 
Qer in the World. T i 
My Lords, the Nobility of Scotland never wanted Merit to recom- 
mend them to. their Princes Service, and to advance them both at 
Home and Abroad; and to form Parties to obtain Places at the Price- 
of the dividing and ſubdividing . their Countrey, is a thing fo mean, 
that it ficſt ſuppoſes they wanted Merit other ways to recommend them, 
or that their Sovereign diſpenſed her Favours by appeareance, and un- 
der the Aw of Parties, and not by the light of her Judgment, and the 
Merit of the Perſons. a 3 | Is. 
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It is no hard matter my Lords to propoſe 4 general Unity and Con- 


cord in this great Matter now before your Lordſhips; as the only way - \ 


eo preſerve your Lordſhips and your Countrey from Ruine; bue it is 
harder to propoſe a particular Method how to cruſh this Monſter, 
this Infant Hydra, this wicked Spirit of Party- making juſt now crept 
into this Kingdom.. Ir is called a Spirit now crept in; not that 
the World is ignorant of your former Diviſions which in their Degree 
have been pernitious enough, but the preſent Flood of ill Practices 
which is broke in upon the Nations Peace, is but new, and may re. 
ceive a Check from your ' Lordſhips, if it be taken now before the 
Breach, at Which it comes in, grows too wide to be made up. 
The Deſign however. of this Addrefs is not to:croud* your Thoughts 
wich Schemes of Elections, and form uniting Projects among your Lord- 
ſhips, if your Eyes were open to the dangerous Conſequence of the 
_ preſent. Diviſions,” you would always apply your ſelves to the proper re- 
medies, without any bodies Advice. Could you but fee how this Me- 
thod aſſures you of the certainty of their planting eternal Feuds and 
Animoſities among you as a Nation, and among your Families as No- 
blemen or Gentlemen, ever rivalling, ever undermining one another, 


could you be made ſenſible of the Conſequences of theſe things to 


your Children and to the Government, how by ſtrength of Parties ſome 
of the Nobility may for ever be excluded fromthe Honour of fitting in 
Pacliament, a Priviledge born with them, and which they may have 
done nothing to forfeic ; how this will rouze the retired Families of the 
Nobility, and make them ever be puſhing at, and forming Parties for 
Elections, and how ie will entail Family Grudge, perſonal Peike, and 
Party- quarrels on our Poſterity, handing down Miſchief, and convey- 
ing rancour'd Blood from Generation to Generation, when your Lord- 


ſhips Eyes are open to theſe things, and you ſhall come but to give your 


ſelves leiſure to confider them, your Lordſhips might. be left to find out 
the eaſy Remedy for fuch fatal Miſchiefs, you could not but apply 
our. felves to it, for they are really Mines filled with all manner of 


Coinbuſtibles, ruſt ready to be ſprung, and to blow up the very Foun- 


dation of this. Nations Felicity. 1 FP 
. 1 4. 
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te:ering the Scheme directed by Parliament, yet tis n left upon your 
ſe | 
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ü 4 Ballot has been thought of as a Medium to prevent the particular 
55 Peęikes and Feuꝗs, which from the various Sidings of Families and Inte- 
=  . relts may be too frequent among the Nobility, ſince in the Balloting 
it cannot be known (other than Men will diſcover themſelyes) who any 
= Man gives his Vote ſor: But then again this will not at all put a ſtop - 
OF to the Sollicitations-: and Struggle of Parties among us, which is the 
| Ropt of all the other Miſchiefs, and will be always a teeming Brooder - 
=  _ otunforeſeen Evils among us. * ; 5 * 
= __ Rotation has been rejected in Parliament, and as it would be a Me- 
1 thod to which your Lordſhips would be tied down by Law, and from 
which you could upon no Conſideration whatever recede, it is not 
without its Inconveniences, and is not altogether conſiſtent. with the 

= Nsture of a Free Repreſentative. | 1 5 
_— ZBut might it not be worth your Lordſhips while to conſider, whe- 
| _ ther ſuch a thing as a voluntar Rotation might not be form'd. by Con- 
1 ſient, and in time obtain by Suſtom, ſo as to be the receiv'd Method 

of Elections, reſerving ſtill the Right of breaking in upon it, tho not 
to practiſe it but : in extraordinary. Caſes This my Lords is a 
wort propoſal, but it is fullof various Advantages to your Countrey, to 
the Nobility as a Body, and to the particular Families of the Nobiſity 
as Peers, and it will be very difficult to find out one Inconvenience 
that can be charged upon it, Nor «can any thing be objected againſt 
it, but that perhaps your Lordſhips. will ſay the Propoſal comes too 
tate, and. it is otherways determined. 5 =_ - 
* 1. My Lords, by this method all the Nobility in Scotland who 

are legally qualified, will, or may if. they pleaſe, enjoy their Right 

1 - . O1. 


* 


of fitting in Parliament, and ſo the Union not be reproacht wick 


taking away their Bir h- right. 


2. Your Lordſhips will be made Judges among your ſelves o 


perſonal Merit, and may reject any Nobleman who has rendred 
bimſelf unworthy of the Honour of repreſenting you; and tho 


| upon none butextraordinzry Occaſions, ſuch | Diſtinaions.will 


be made, yet your Lordſhips would be Jadges of itheſe Extraordi- 
aa TEE. | ob 4b re 
3, This unhappy Party-ſtrugg 
die, and be forgotten, you would have no more Squadrons of 
Pa ties formed againſt one another, labouting to engrofs the 
Votes of their Inferiors, to purchaſe the Smiles of their Superi- 


or, all the Bribery and Corruption, which if it be not yet come 
in, will of courſe follow theſe Proceedings; muſt of courſe be lefe 


off; all the Fury of Parties will die, the Fire of Contention go 
out, and the Nobility of Scotland will be delivered from anew In- 
fection; which if ic be once ſgread among them, will in time de- 


bauch their Principles, and render their Perſons contemptible. © _ 
The World, my Lords, is not without Examples of this kind; and © 
tho many might be produced, yet two are fo Eminent, and fo near © 
your Lordſhips, that they will be moſt familiar to your Thoughts. 


The Parlizments of England, of Scotland, and of Britain now, (by 


Conſequence of the Union) have an undoubted Right to limit the Suc 
ceſſion, and tranſpoſe the Right of Aſcending to the Throne of this 
Iſland; and this being eſtabliſhed in both Kingdoms in their ſeparate 
State by particular Declarations, beſides Precedents, it may pals for a 
Maxim here, without requiring further Confirmation, _ AT 
Nou, tho the ſeveral Qualifications which the Law requires, may 
incapacitat any perſon to govern, who other ways had the Right of 
primogeniture. as in the Caſe of theAbdication of the late King and the 
_ deſcending to hisChildren being both ſuſpe&ed,and alſoPopiſb;zand the 
che Parliament have an abſolute power to declare and determine thisor 
that perſon to be Succeſſor or Heir apparent; yet when Circumſtances 
have put them off from one Branch or another, they have always ke pt 
the Line in view, and ſtill reſerving the Right of naming. the: _— 
-"" | | e 


le among you would immediatly 
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Aor, they have always gone to the next in Blood, againſt whom ne le- 


gal Exception has lyen. 


A ſecond Inſtancè is in the Election of the Lord Mayor-of the City 


of Linden, which is thus, the Common Hall, bat u, the Suffrages of 


all the Livery-men or Burgeſſes of the City, is required to chooſe two 


Men out of the Court of Aldermen to be Lord Mayor; theſe when by 


the Majority of the-Elecors they are choſen, are returned to the. Court 


1 


of Aldermen. 1 1 
The Court of Aldermen is obliged to name one of theſe two as Lord 


Mayor for the Year enſuing, it is abſolutely in the Breaſt of the Alder- 
men to take which of the two they pleaſe; and ſometimes as they ſee 


eccaſion, they do break into their Cuſtom, and chooſe out of their 


uſual Method, but generally ſpeaking, and unleſs ſome extraordinary 


Caſe interveen, they chooſe the Senior Aiderman, or as they call it, he 
that is next che Chair. | + 9 85 
Both theſe examples its preſumed are exactly to the Caſe - and 
prove that the Nobility of-Scorland may in this Election oblecve a voiuns 
tary Rotation, and take their whole Body in its Courſe, either begin- 


. 
© * % 4 
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ning at the Eldeſt or Higheſt, down to the Youngeſt or Loweſt of the 


Nodility, or one of the Higheſt, one of the loweſt;and yet ly under no 
other Obligation to confine themſelves to it than the Court of Alder- 
men do in chooſing the perſon next the Chair. Mi 
If any Nobleman by reaſon of his Circumſtances, either of Health or 
Eſtate, found it not for his Convenience, his Abſence from the Aſſem- 
bly might determine it, ſince it were eaſy to reſolve to chooſe none 
but ſuch as were preſent, or ſuch as ſent their Names, deſiring to be 
eſteemed as preſent, _ We Ys | 5 
O how would this at one Blow overwhelm all the Schemes and Pro- 
jects of the preſent Squadrons of Separation! how would it remove all 
the ill Blood the Poiſon and Rancor that is breaking in upon Families, 


How would it eftabliſh the Peace and Tranquillity of the Nobility of 


Scotland, which by the other unhappy. Diviſions now on foot is like to 
be perfectly deſtroyed and trampled under. foot, even by its own Meme 
bers, But alas We are told already tis too late, the War is began, and 


no ſuch Capitulation (de worſe for Scotland fill ). can be hearkened 
2 1 : y ow, 2 | 


There 
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. There is another Method, but what hopes it there to ſee it put in 
practice! and what a happy, Nation would we be, if it could be % © 
| brought to paſs! And this is that laying aſide Parties and privatDeſigns! *. - 
the Nobility of Scotland would act like themſelves, and make their Eles *. 
gion intirely free from any remote View of Intereſt or Prejudices, and Y 
chooſing Men of Capacity and Merit, as well as Nobility of Birth, feek - Y 
to raiſe and maintain the Reputation of Scotland in the Houſe of Peers, 
rather than theReputation of Party, in the hopes ofa ſhare in the Spoits 
ot the Nation. Ex "ane. Fo ak 8 
This would bring the Members ef Sch land in either Houſe into a Fi- 
gure fuited to the Truſt their Countrey has repoſed in them, and ibis it 5s 
gor too late to de. But my Lords, when all is carried by Intereſt and Party, 
Club and Cabal, when Whigs ſet up Torries againſt Whigs, and Tor- 
ries let up Whigs againſt Torries, What can this be? is this a Strife for 
your Nation! is this a Struggle for the publick Good! is it not a meer 
Strife for Maſtery, and the Heavings of two Mighty Parties, who puſh. 
their ſecret Deſigns, and kave ſomething elſe beſides the Good of Scots + 
land in their Vew ? © 2 wrt 0 OO TONE 
And what will be the Conſequences of theſe things? GOD Almigh<* - 
ty only knows what Narional 'Miſchiefs His Goodneſs will prevent, 
which would otherways be the Effect of ſuch Diviſion ie 
would. be very ſatisfactory to many that wiſh well to Scotland, 
body that: fees farther than ordinary into ſuch things would cle 
| ſome of theſe Doubts about them. SY on 
ff. Whether>this will not in its nature tend, No h breaking 
or intirely diſſolying the Nobility of Scotland as a Bot > that can 1 
© hardly be poſſible, tho the Scripture ſays, A Houſe d againſt 
it lelf cannot ſtand:But to thedefſening their Characters, rendring them 
contemptibte in the Eyes of the World, and particularly of Honeſt 
Men; as men who have abandoned all Concern for thei Countrey, - 
are acted only by their Private Intereſts, and Putfygy nothing but che 
Game of Preferment and Partys, and by Conlequence are not to 
be valued, truſted, or depended upon. | , _ 
22. Whether this will nor oblige the Queen in meer Defence of her <2 
Majeſties Character as to diſcerning, and to let her Subjects know, * 


that Names, Numbers, and a ſhew of Party · Strength, cannot aw or 
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mies, diſable her People in the general Defence of the Gayernmeng, 
and may not in time be run up to ſuch a height as may be dangerous 
n che publick Peace; and thus ſhe ſhall be rendered contemp- 
le on one hand, and ſuſpected on the other, and be conſtantly 


| 8 .0 | 0 0 1 
ed co the infult of a Foreign Enemie, that would gladly over- 

„eln both Parties. ; 5 þ | 
3 8 aus my Lords, not the Ruine of your own Characters, the blaſting 
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Honour of the Nobility of Scorland, and rendring even the Repre⸗ 
fitives mou ſhall chooſe contemptible in the Eyes of the World; not 
che expoſing your *Gountrey to eternal Feud, Diviſion 
nes, and perhaps at laſt to Deſtruction, niay be in the Womb 
kla preſent Contentionw—, And it cannot be doubted, but if your 
_ &ocd{hips will ed to take theſe things into your ſerious Conſides 

_ "Fation, yo Tüpon ſome Method at the approaching Meeting of 
dhe Nobil et the Miſchiefs which ſuch Farty-making and Di- 
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